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In the consideration of the success or failure of evacuation it must be remembered that evacuation is essentially an emergency measure. In the absence of any normal child guidance facilities difficulties could only be alleviated through some modification of the actual situation, but in every case it was found worth while to make a detailed investigation of the case along child guidance lines, obtaining a family history of the child's development from the parent, a school report where possible from the teacher normally dealing with him, in addition to interviewing' the receiving householder and the child himself. Adopting this method it was possible to furnish the householder with information which helped her in dealing with the difficulty and in understanding the child's point of view. It was also possible by this detailed investigation to dispell the often grossly exaggerated rumours of an evacuee's misdeeds.
In the investigation of householders' allegations it has to be borne in mind that although in the area under consideration there was no compulsory billeting, there was nevertheless an obligation on the householder once having taken an evacuee to keep him unless some good reason for not doing so could be given. In most districts rebilleting was an arrangement between the householder and the billeting officer, though in some districts a tribunal was formed before which complaints were brought. In these circumstances exaggeration and mis-statement are hard to avoid. Evacuation has emphasized the reality of social stratification, and it has shown the greater rigidity of this stratification in the adult than in the child. The child under five accepts the manners of any community, the child up to eleven quickly adjusts himself to a stratum above his own, and it is unusual for him to Although evacuation in its present form has caused much inconvenience, this first experiment has shown that in an emergency necessitating a large scale rehousing of children, this can be done successfully along the present lines, both for children and householders. From the experience gained in the first months of evacuation, the rehousing of mothers seems to raise more difficult and fundamental issues of which evacuation into existing homes is not a satisfactory solution.
